IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Re: Application of R, Brochu et al Date: July 2 1 , 2004 

Serial No. 10/677,938 Examiner: 
Filed: 10/01/2003 (Request to correct, from 10/2/03, is pending) Art Group: 3671 
For: Corrugated Leaching Chamber Atty Docket No. 2229 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
Commissioner for Patents: 

Enclosed is Form PTO 1449 and copies of the documents listed therein. Some of the references 
are referred to in the specification, which see. Applicant provides the following information 
about some references to be helpful to the examiner in his/her task, but does not mean to convey 
there might not be other information in the references which is material. 

The old Schlafly and Carswell patents generally describe arch shape drainage culverts. 

Nichols Pat. No. 4,759,661. The geometry of chamber sidewall with respect to soil infiltration is 
described at Col. 4, line 32+. See Fig. 3, 7, 8 and 9. See also Col. 6, line 25+ where 
representative dimensions of sidewall and slot openings are described. 

Nichols Pat. No. 5,017,041 generally describes a chamber which is an improvement on the earlier 
'661 chamber. 

Nichols Pat. No. 5,51 1,903 describes a chamber which has a planar sidewall and a generally 
trapezoidal cross section. See Fig. 3. The Col. 1 background states the problem about soil entry. 
See the discussion, especially at Col. 8+ in connection with Fig. 9A and 9B, about sidewall 
openings and the tendency of soil to enter such. 

Applicant encloses portions of a Design Manual product brochure of Stormtech Inc, which 
company is mentioned at page 6 of the present application. The brochure shows a prior art 
injection molded chamber, having some construction features which are similar to those of the 
present invention preferred embodiment. In particular, the present invention preferred 
embodiment has overall dimensions, shape and spacing of the arch corrugations, and curve of the 
arch cross section which are close to those of the Stormtech chamber. Many of such features are 
also described in the Krueger patent applications, referenced at page 6. The Stormtech storm 
chambers have substantially constant sidewall thickness, other than local variations relating to 
plastic mold feed channels running from injection nozzle locations. 

The Stormtech chambers, like chambers sold by others, have relatively few and widely spaced 
apart sidewall holes, as indicated by the marking at page 4 of the brochure. Storm chambers have 
different use and requirements than do leaching chambers. They are designed to be laid on a bed 
of coarse stone or gravel, and are then covered by the same material. So, soil infiltration is not a 
consideration in sidewall design and perforations. 



Thus applicants do not assert novelty per se for certain matter which is in dependent claims, 
including: claim 15 (4 ft length), claim 19 (0.1 thickness), claims 22-23 (3-4 lb weight per foot), 
claim 24 (width and height), claim 31 (pitch of corrugations), and such other claims as the same 
matter appears or forms basis for a limitation. 

Nonetheless, applicants do assert novelty and non-obviousness for leaching chambers which 
involve such prior parameters in combination with features/parameters peculiar to leaching 
chambers. Leaching chamber construction, which demands large perforation area, is not obvious 
See applicants' Background. In fact the invention required a lot of R&D. 



Charles G. Nessler 
BoxH 

Chester, CT 06412 

(860)526 9149 Fax (860) 526 9149 email: cn@cnessler.com 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in 
an envelope addressed to Commissioner of Patents, Box 
1450, Alexandria VA 22313 on July 21. 2004 



Respectfully submitted. 
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